Preliminary Study on The Sacred, Hidden, Water
Source inside the Basilica Ulpia In Roman Forum

Figure 1 — Water sources
survived in the area of Roman
Forum
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The work here presented is inserted in wider research program aiming to characterise and compare waters outcropping in the area of the i

Roman Forum; results reported in the following deal with water gushing inside the Basilica Ulpia (see figure 1) 6: Valentini Palace (Small
Baths)

7: Valentini Palace (the well)

Introduction

The Basilica Ulpia is located inside the “Foro di Traiano’, i.e. the last constructed by Romans and completed in 112-
113 A.C.. Today only the central stump is visible, with the western apse hidden beneath the Imperial Forum and the
eastern under the Magnanapoli staircase and the adjacent buildings.

The Basilica's area was excavated in the early nineteenth century, during the Napoleonic occupation of Rome. The
western end of the nave up to the attack of the apse was dug in the thirties while an eastern apse area has been brought
to light from excavations conducted by the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage of Rome in recent years under the
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palazzo Roccagiovine. The gushing point of water is placed outside the ancient Basilica, on the left side beyond the
wall of the apse and, with respect to the street level, is located between the Bibula’s tomb and “Fori Imperiali” street. B | s
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